
The Institute of Vietnamese 
Studies cordially invites 

students, parents, educators, 
and all interested to meet the 

author and participate in 
discussions.

Date:
Saturday, March 26, 2011

Time:
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Location:
The Institute of Vietnamese Studies
15355 Brookhurst Street, Ste. 222 
Westminster CA 92683

BOOK READING By

ANDREW LÂM
Vietnam-born author Andrew Lâm, winner of a PEN American Beyond Margins for his memoir 
Perfume Dreams, will discuss the cultural consequences of immigration from Asia to the West 
in his 2010 book East Eats West: Writing in Two Hemispheres.  From cuisine and martial arts 
to sex and self-esteem, from Buddhism to anime, Andrew Lâm will present and invite you to 
explore that marvelous world where two hemispheres meld into one, and how not only the 
East and West have changed, but how they are changing each other.  He will also discuss the 
Vietnamese-American identity and the Vietnamese Diaspora in the West.

Excerpts from East Eats West:  

"But such is the seduction of America…..America demands the serious examination of the 
soul for children growing up between two conflicting cultures.  Asia will tell you to obey and 
honor parents' wishes, but America will tell you to look out for number one, to think for 
yourself."

"We have learned to absorb our pain and grief and are negotiating our position between East 
and West,…, traditions and individual ambitions, old loyalties and new alliances, such that we 
are in the process of recreating a whole notion of what it means to be Vietnamese,…"

"These days if you search the Internet for 'pho soup', you'll likely get tens of thousands of 
hits, from Wikipedia to various chefs giving recipes and writers waxing enthusiastic to critics 
providing reviews and scholars writing academic papers on 'pho' origins."

This event is supported by Poets & Writers, Inc. through a grant it has received from the James Irvine Foundation.


